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From: RJ Larsen
To: Kadrmas, Bethany R.
Subject: Does ND crude need to be stabilized?
Date: Thursday, August 28, 2014 9:26:46 AM

I'm wondering why the focus is being put on the oil and not on the rail carriers, this seems to
 be some kind of spin from the media, oil does not cause rail accidents its the people operating
 these trains that should be the main focus. How come so many accidents in a short period of
 time? These are the questions that should be being asked. The oil has been transported by rail
 for many years now, i know it was being done back in 2007 , so all these years later its a
 problem? I 've messaged this Ron Schalow fellow and called him out on this and havent
 received a response, and asked him who does he really represent, and that he should stop
 wasting the people of North Dakotas time with what seems to be some anti oil witch hunt.
 The rail carrier needs to be the focus, how are their employees being trained and why the
 increase in accidents, Thanks for your time.

"Common sense doesn't seem to be so common anymore"
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From: Ritter, Alison M.
To: "Ron Schalow"; Kadrmas, Bethany R.
Subject: RE: Hearing Set on Oil Conditioning Practices
Date: Friday, August 29, 2014 8:39:34 AM

Mr. Schalow-
 
Yes, the email is functional. However, due to the pending nature of this case we are unable to
 answer your questions due to the statue below.
 
28-32-37. Ex parte communications.
1. Except as provided in subsections 2 and 4 or unless required for the disposition of ex
 parte matters specifically authorized by another statute, an agency head or hearing officer
 in an adjudicative proceeding may not communicate, directly or indirectly, regarding any
 issue in the proceeding, while the proceeding is pending, with any party, with any person
 who has a direct or indirect interest in the outcome of the proceeding, with any other
 person allowed to participate in the proceeding, or with any person who presided at a
 previous stage of the proceeding, without notice and opportunity for all parties to
 participate in the communication.
 
2. When more than one person is the hearing officer in an adjudicative proceeding, those
 persons may communicate with each other regarding a matter pending before the panel.
 An agency head or hearing officer may communicate with or receive aid from staff
 assistants if the assistants do not furnish, augment, diminish, or modify the evidence in the
 record.
 
3. Except as provided in subsection 4 or unless required for the disposition of ex parte
 matters specifically authorized by statute, no party to an adjudicative proceeding, no
 person who has a direct or indirect interest in the outcome of the proceeding, no person
 allowed to participate in the proceeding, and no person who presided at a previous stage
 in the proceeding may communicate directly or indirectly in connection with any issue in
 that proceeding, while the proceeding is pending, with any agency head or hearing officer
 in the proceeding without notice and opportunity for all parties to participate in the
 communication.
 
4. In an adjudicative proceeding conducted by a hearing officer other than the agency head,
 counsel for the administrative agency and the agency head, without notice and opportunity
 for all parties to participate, may communicate and consult regarding the status of the
 adjudicative proceeding, discovery, settlement, litigation decisions, and other matters
 commonly communicated between attorney and client, to permit the agency head to make
 informed decisions. This subsection does not apply after recommended findings of fact,
 conclusions of law, and orders have been issued, except counsel for the administrative
 agency and the agency head may communicate regarding settlement and negotiation after
 recommended findings of fact, conclusions of law, and orders have been issued.
 
5. If, before being assigned, designated, or appointed to preside in an adjudicative
 proceeding, a person receives an ex parte communication of a type that could not properly
 be received while presiding, the person, promptly after being assigned, designated, or
 appointed, shall disclose the communication in the manner prescribed in subsection 6.
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6. An agency head or hearing officer in an adjudicative proceeding who receives an ex
 parte communication in violation of this section shall place on the record of the pending
 matter all written communications received, all written responses to the communications,
 or a memorandum stating the substance of all oral communications received, all responses
 made, and the identity of each person from whom the person received an ex parte oral
 communication, and shall advise all parties, interested persons, and other persons allowed
 to participate that these  matters have been placed on the record. Any person desiring to
 rebut the ex parte communication must be allowed to do so, upon requesting the
 opportunity for rebuttal. A request for rebuttal must be made within ten days after notice of
 the communication.
 
7. If necessary to eliminate the effect of an ex parte communication received in violation of
 this section, an agency head or hearing officer in an adjudicative proceeding who receives
 the communication may be disqualified, upon good cause being shown in writing to the
 hearing officer or to the agency. The portions of the record pertaining to the communication
 may be sealed by protective order issued by the agency.
 
8. The agency shall, and any party may, report any willful violation of this section to the
 appropriate authorities for any disciplinary proceedings provided by law. In addition, an
 administrative agency may, by rule, provide for appropriate sanctions, including default, for
 any violations of this section.
 
9. Nothing in this section prohibits a member of the general public, not acting on behalf or
 at the request of any party, from communicating with an agency in cases of general
 interest. The agency shall disclose such written communications in adjudicative
 proceedings.
 
 

Alison Ritter
 
Public Information Officer
Department of Mineral Resources
Phone: 701-328-8036
Fax: 701-328-8022
amritter@nd.gov
www.dmr.nd.gov/oilgas
 
 
From: Ron Schalow [mailto:rschalow56@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2014 12:01 PM
To: Kadrmas, Bethany R.
Cc: Ritter, Alison M.
Subject: Fwd: Hearing Set on Oil Conditioning Practices
 
Hi...is the email address on the news release functional? Could someone kindly answer the
 questions I sent last week?

Ron Schalow
Fargo

mailto:amritter@nd.gov
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---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Ron Schalow <rschalow56@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Aug 21, 2014 at 12:14 PM
Subject: Hearing Set on Oil Conditioning Practices
To: brkadrmas@nd.gov

Good afternoon -

Can you point me to the current "field rules" on your website, please?
 Also; which ND agency is charged with enforcing these rules? And, how
 many years has this agency had the jurisdiction?

Is the "gas/liquid separator" referred to, a piece of equipment that
 is currently in use by Bakken oil producers?

Are the installation of "stabilizers" under consideration?

Will tanker cars still explode during derailments?

Thanks for your help.

Ron Schalow
Fargo
 

mailto:rschalow56@gmail.com
mailto:brkadrmas@nd.gov


From: Ron Schalow
To: Kadrmas, Bethany R.
Subject: Hearing Set on Oil Conditioning Practices
Date: Thursday, August 21, 2014 12:15:11 PM

Good afternoon -

Can you point me to the current "field rules" on your website, please?
 Also; which ND agency is charged with enforcing these rules? And, how
 many years has this agency had the jurisdiction?

Is the "gas/liquid separator" referred to, a piece of equipment that
 is currently in use by Bakken oil producers?

Are the installation of "stabilizers" under consideration?

Will tanker cars still explode during derailments?

Thanks for your help.

Ron Schalow
Fargo
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